Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SANA 01518 201319Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 
PRS-01 /064W 

2015 10Z 025411/43 

R 201230Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1011 
INFO AMEMBASSY IIDDA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANA 1518 
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SUBJECT: HAMDI AND HIS TRAVELS 

YAR PRESIDENT IBRAHIM AL-HAMDI WILL BE MAKING AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT TO PARISIN JUNE, HIS FIRST TRIP TO ANY WESTERN 
COUNTRY. TRIP APPEARS TO BE OUTCOME LARGELY OF COOPERA- 
TION WHICH AL-ASNAJ HAS ENGINEERED WITH FRENCH ON QUESTION 
OF DJIBOUTI. LOCAL FRENCH EMBASSY STATES THAT QUAI 
APPARENTLY CONCEDES SOME USEFUL INFLUENCE TO YEMENIS WITH 
SOMALIS AND PDRY IN REGIONAL MATTERS. NEVERTHELESS. YEMENIS 
CLEARLY SOUGHT VISIT MORE THAN FRENCH. FOR YAR TRIP 
REPRESENTS ANOTHER STAFE IN EFFORTS TO PRESENT AL-RHMDI AS 
ARAB LEADER FROM STATE WHICH HAS EMERGED FROM YEARS OF 
INTROSPECTION AND INTERNECINE CONFLICT TO PLAY USEFUL 
ROLE AS MODERATE IN WORLD AND REGION. IT IS WORTH 
REPORTING IN THIS CONNECTION THAT, FOR MOMENT. NO 
YARG OFFICIALS HAVE (YET) RENEWED EARLIER SUGGESTIONS 
THAT AL-HAMDI MIGHT ALSO VISIT UK OR FRG (MUCH LESS 
US) IN SAME TRIP. 
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